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world, and nature, and human kind; but with so much skill
that the fish always keep the fore-front of the view, and tinge
the whole story with a vivid strangeness. These hardly-known
inhabitants of deep water have hitherto been the preserve of
scientists, and their marvels have been guessed at rather than
described. M. Custot is widely read and has digested what is
to be studied of their lore ., . while his interest in human life
is strong enough everywhere to subordinate the scientist to the
philosopher and man of letters. Consequently the instincts and
accidents and reflexions of his fishes are lively for us; and they
are embedded in such word-pictures of the sea and coasts that
the complete work is memorable. There is no moralising, no
rhetoric, no verbiage: just a sinewy tale, so swiftly told that the
labour of its writing is unperceived.
228 :   TO ERIC KENNINGTON
5. xi. 23.
Dear Kennington, I sent you a day ago four Dobson's, num-
bered i. 2. 3. 4. They are all of Colonel Joyce, and one of them
(3) is his choice for himself.
I'm to buy one: have paid for it out of C's.1 bounty. I like 2,
the slighter chalk, and 4, the rather too smooth pencil profile. Will
you judge for me, take the best drawing, and send the odd three
back to Dobson.
It's a case which I can't judge. They seem to me all very good
. .. and very like.... Yours ever [a scrawl: see plate opposite]
The Army is muck, stink, and a desolate abomination.
229:   TO D. G* HOGARTH
i4.xi.23
Pll send back your drafts when I next write from the hut: this is
being scribbled standing up elsewhere,
Curtis & yourself are considering the idea of 10 guinea sub-
scribers. Buxton is seeing the chance of one hundred at 30
* Lionel Curtis had bought Lawxence*s gold-sheathed Meccan dagger which is now
at All Souls College in the custody of the Manciple.